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Are you married or in a civil partnership?

Is your estate worth more 
than £250,000?

Do you have children or 
descendants?

Do you have
brothers and sisters (or, if 
your brother or sister died 
before you, do they have 

children or descendants)?

Spouse/civil partner 
receives everything.

Spouse/civil partner 
receives everything.

Spouse/civil partner 
receives:

All personal belongings 
owned by the estate

The �rst £250,000 of the 
estate

Half of the remaining 
estate

The remaining half of the 
estate is divided between 

your children or other 
descendants and held in a 

trust until they are 18.

Do you have children or 
descendants?

Do you have
parents?

Do you have
grandparents?

No

Yes

Do you have half
brothers and sisters (or, if 
your half brother or sister 
died before you, do they 

have children or 
descendants)?

Brothers and sisters or the 
children or descendants of 

brothers and sisters who 
they died before you 

inherit estate equally, held 
in a trust until they are 18.

Half brothers and sisters 
or the children or 

descendants of half 
brothers and sisters who 

they died before you 
inherit estate equally, held 
in a trust until they are 18.

No

Yes

Do you have
aunts and uncles (or, if 

your aunts or uncles died 
before you, do they have 

children or descendants)?

Aunts and uncles or the 
children or descendants of 
aunts and uncles who they 

died before you inherit 
estate equally, held in a 
trust until they are 18.

No

Yes

Do you have half
aunts and uncles (or, if 
your half aunt or uncle 

died before you, do they 
have children or 
descendants)?

Half aunts and uncles or 
the children or 

descendants of half aunts 
and uncles who they died 
before you inherit estate 

equally, held in a trust 
until they are 18.

No

Your estate will pass to the Crown
as bona vacantia.

Grandparents receive your 
estate in equal shares.

Parents receive your 
estate in equal shares.

Children or descendants  
share your estate, held in 
trusts until they are 18.
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