
Coronavirus Pandemic - Changes to Litigation
There isn't an area of life that hasn't been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic, but there are some things 
that can't be put on hold. Our team have seen a raft of changes - statutory, procedural and practical - that 
have changed the litigation landscape dramatically over the past few days. We are here to help if you, or your 
business, are facing litigation or your current matter has stalled because of a company's issues with 
technology capabilities. 

Court Closures/ 
Prioritisation 

Practical Changes
at the Court 

Some courts are closing 

• 157 courts remain open

• 124 courts remain open for staff/ judiciary only with no access to the public

• 89 courts are suspended

• Information on which courts are open can be found here.

Court work is being prioritised 

• Work in the County Court - information here.

• For the High Court - information here.

Certain case types are being adjourned 

• Insolvency (see below)

• Possession actions (see below)

New procedures are in place to encourage video/audio hearings 

• CPR 1998 Practice Direction 51 Y - information can be found here

Guidance for social distancing when attending court/non-attendance 

if self-isolating 

• Advice from the government

• Advice from the Bar Council

• Advice from the Lord Chief Justice

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/876900/Civil_court_listing_priorities_31_March_2020.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/High-Court.Contingency.final_.26thMarch2020-002.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/procedure-rules/civil/rules/part51/practice-direction-51y-video-or-audio-hearings-during-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-courts-and-tribunals-planning-and-preparation
https://www.barcouncil.org.uk/resource/updated-guidance-on-attending-hearings.html
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/review-of-court-arrangements-due-to-covid-19-message-from-the-lord-chief-justice/


Insolvency Pending Winding up and Bankruptcy petitions are generally 
being adjourned until June 2020
Significant new legislation is intended (yet to be implemented)
• New company restructuring/moratorium arrangements are promised
o a moratorium for companies giving them breathing space from creditors 
enforcing their debts for a period of time whilst they seek a rescue or 
restructure

oo protection of their supplies to enable them to continue trading during the 
moratorium

o a new restructuring plan, binding creditors to that plan
• Temporary suspension of wrongful trading provisions (company directors)

Possession 
Claims

Commercial 
Leases

Can we expect 
other changes?

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/pdfs/ukpga_20200007_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/pdfs/ukpga_20200007_en.pdf
https://www.fca.org.uk/firms/mortgages-coronavirus-guidance-firms
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/pdfs/ukpga_20200007_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/7/pdfs/ukpga_20200007_en.pdf
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